my another person feel worthless or insufficient with no basis in the actual worth of the object of their abuse. While a proud parent or grandparent might overestimate the talents or virtue of their offspring, causing, for example, a selfish, spoiled child to think of themselves as quite giving and virtuous. With great frequency, what people reflect to us has much more to do with what they think about themselves or with something going on in their lives at the moment than with who we are. An alcoholic parent may cause their child to think that if only they were more obedient or didn't fight so much with their siblings the parent wouldn't drink, but it is clear to everyone else that the parent's drinking is not dependent on the child's behavior at all.
But the difficulty in seeing ourselves clearly in relationship with those around us does not all stem from the distorted reflection they present us with-even in a hall of mirrors you can still tell what color your hair is. It is difficult for us to see ourselves clearly partly because in many cases we either misunderstand what others are communicating or are unable or unwilling to see ourselves as we really are. Our idea of the world and of ourselves forms a kind of filter through which all of our perceptions pass.
This filter causes us to have expectations of what we are going to experience, thus distorting our perceptions of what really happens. This selective perception is much easier to see in those around us than in ourselves. Just think of someone you know who is completely blind to a fact about themselves that everyone else knows but that no one tells them because they know that not only would it not be understood but bringing it up would create a very unpleasant situation.
In this study we identify four types of "filters"-expectations that can distort our perceptions: fear of failure, fear of rejection, fear of punishment and feelings of shame. Since the fall, mankind should experience these feelings since we have failed and shamed ourselves by sinning and so have brought upon ourselves God's just rejection and punishment. But once someone has accepted Christ all the punishment they deserve has been poured out on Jesus Christ; their failure is replaced by the perfect righteousness of Christ; they are no longer rejected but are
It is difficult for us to see ourselves clearly partly because in many cases we either misunderstand what they are communicating or are either unable or unwilling to see ourselves as we really are.
adopted into God's family; and they have no reason for shame because they have been made a new creation in Christ. When we can, with the help of God's Word and Spirit, begin to see ourselves clearly as He sees us, we can begin to experience healing in our view of ourselves, and our relationships with God and with others. This can be a slow process as these ways of thinking and viewing the world are deeply rooted. But if we can help people see themselves as God sees them-outside Christ as God's glorious handiwork yet sinful; in Christ as righteous and beloved-while they are still young enough that they are forming their "filters" and before they have years of hurts to reinterpret, this process can be faster and more effective.
Becoming convinced of our identity in Christ is a significant step towards spiritual liberty and maturity. It helps us put on the armor of God so that we can take our stand against the devil's schemes, especially his role as an accuser that uses our sins to make us doubt God's love for us and the effectiveness of the sanctifying work of His Spirit in our lives. It also strengthens our love for and relationship with God.
Whenever we are uncertain of what someone thinks about us or think that they are angry with us, we tend to avoid them. But when someone cares about us, believes in us and encourages us we want to spend time around them. So it is with God. When we view Him as unconcerned about us or as angry with us, just waiting for us to mess up so he can punish us, we treat him like the pagans treat their "gods": with respect, even fear, as we try to appease him with the things we think he wants-religious rituals and ceremonies, like going to church and trying to "be good. " We are like the Israelites that the Lord bemoaned when he said to them through the prophet Isaiah, "These people come near me with their mouth and honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. Their worship of me is made up only of rules taught by men. " (Is. 29: 13) Throughout scripture God calls us, not to external conformity to a bunch of rules, but to enter into a real relationship with him. Once we begin to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is His love for us, we want to spend time with Him and be more like Him. People frequently criticize young people for not obeying all of the rules or for not giving a "good testimony, " but in our teaching of them let us follow the strong exhortation of Jesus to the religious leaders of His day, "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside of the cup and dish but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and dish, and then the outside also will be clean. " (Mt. 23:25, 26 ) By helping the people God has put under our care "clean the inside of their cup, " by helping them clearly understand what it means to be born again and what their identity is as sons and daughters adopted into God's family, we help them deepen their heart relationship with God. And out of that intimate relationship will flow the desire and the power to live in a manner worthy of their identity. Knowing who they are will deeply affect how they live their lives.
With an accurate perception of themselves grounded in how God sees them, they can walk again into the hall of mirrors that surrounds us in the world and try to both learn to discern truth about themselves in the warped images they see there, and also reflect God's truth to those around them.
Just who are you, anyway? It may sound like a silly question, but there's a lot more to you than just your name. Your identity -what makes you the unique person that you are -covers everything from your favorite flavor of ice cream to the way you laugh to the things deep inside your heart. Do you realize that there isn't another person in the world exactly like you?
Day 1
Think for a moment about your unique characteristics. Write down three words that describe you physically, three words that describe your personality, and three abilities that you have:
Physical traits Personality traits Abilities _________________________ _________________________ _________________________ _________________________ _________________________ _________________________ _________________________ _________________________ _________________________ All of these things go together to help form your view of who you are -your identity. But are they really the things that make you a unique, whole person? As we'll discover together, your value doesn't come from the things you do or how you act on the outside. Your identity is rooted in your relationship with God, who loved you long before you were even created. 
Making It Personal
At the beginning of this lesson, you wrote down three words that describe your appearance, personality, and abilities. Now, as you think about how well God knows you and cares for you, write down three words He might use to describe you:
1.
2.
3.
Finally, write down three words you would use to describe God. As you close in prayer, praise Him for those qualities and thank Him for making you His child! 1.
Lesson 2

Let's Get Real
If you could be anyone you wanted to be for just one day, who would you be? And why would you choose to be that person? While that may seem like a ridiculous question, most of us go around every day pretending to be someone we're not. It can be very difficult sometimes to just be real.
Day 1
Before we dive into today's study, let's get personal. On a scale of 1 to 10, how honest would you say you are with God? We all know what it's like to try and impress our friends, even in church. We may put on a good show, but God knows whether we're being real or fake. He sees our hearts. Spend a few minutes being real with Him right now.
It's who you are and the way you live that count before God… That's the kind of people the Father is out looking for: those who are simply and honestly themselves before him in their worship.
-John 4:23 (The Message)
Day 2
In Psalm 51:1-17, David was honest with God. He had messed up big time and knew that he needed to come clean and ask for forgiveness. God didn't remove the consequences of David's actions, but He did completely forgive him and restore their relationship. 
Making It Personal
All of us, whether we realize it or not, are on a spiritual journey. We need friends around us that can help us see through the fog and give us an accurate view of God and of ourselves. We can travel together and share the lessons we are learning and the things we are experiencing.
• Who are your trusted friends that help you on your journey?
• Who are the friends that help you when you lose sight of God?
• How do you feel about sharing your journey with your friends?
If you have these friends, thank God for them today. If you do not, ask Him to send them to you. When Jesus came to earth, He was on a rescue mission. He didn't come to save us with life jackets or oxygen masks; He saved us by giving His life. The Bible tells us that we were on a fast track to total destruction because of our rebellion against God, but because of Jesus' sacrifice, our identity has changed. We were once God's enemies. He came to make us friends.
Day 1
Read Romans 5:6-11 and answer the following questions. 4. God did not wait for us to become good enough before He sent His Son to save us. It was worth it to Christ to leave heaven, come to earth, be born as a baby, and live and die to save us. What does this tell you about the way God sees you?
Romans 5:11 says we should rejoice about this great news. Do that today.
Day 2
Read Galatians 3:26-29 and answer the following questions.
1. Fill in the blanks: "You are all _________ __________ __________ through faith in Christ Jesus" (Gal. 3:26, NIV). 
Making It Personal
God sent Lesson Six
Lasting Impressions
Did you ever form an opinion about someone based on the way they dressed, or talked, or the activities they were involved in -only to discover later that they were very different than you'd originally thought? What caused you to change your opinion? Why can't we always trust our first impressions?
Day 1
Look at the story in 1 God is not impressed by the things that impress the world. He sees who you are, but knows who you can be, and loves you as His child.
Day 2
1. How much does the way you look affect the way you feel about yourself? 
Making It Personal
Your attitude and your character are more important to God than your appearance. This is important to know, as we try to accept ourselves and others. If we are God's children, our attitudes toward others should reflect His. How does this affect the way you respond to the person who has the locker next to yours? Try to think of one person that you have difficulty seeing as valuable.
• How could you change the way you see that person?
• How could you change the way you respond to him/her?
• What one thing could you do to show acceptance and respect to him/her? Optional opener -(20 minutes)
As students arrive, tell them that you have a guest this week who is working for a production company. He/she is looking for a number of young people to serve as extras in a movie that is going to be filmed in the area. Explain that the job doesn't require acting or any special abilities and it will pay very well. Let every interested student do a 20 second interview to try out for the film. The process will be as follows: Film each student as they describe themselves in 20 seconds. Remind them that they do not need to describe themselves physically because that will be evident. 
Interactive Learning (15 minutes)
Before class, recruit volunteers to prepare the skit "What do you see. " Before presenting the skit, explain to the students that the exact same skit will be presented two different times. The first time, whenever the characters learn something about how he/she looks physically the class should shout out the word "Mirror. " The second time through the skit whenever he/she learns something from those around them about him or herself as a person, (for example about their personality or their importance to others) the students should shout out "Mirror" and then a student should explain what the character perceived about him or herself. The second time through, the actors should freeze after each moment of perception (see script) just in case the class doesn't pick it up.
Bible Application (20 minutes)
Before you read the following paraphrase of Luke 18: 9-14, ask the students to pay close attention to the two characters in the parable:
Two people went into church to pray, one was a leader in the church and the other was a prostitute.
Stop reading and ask for several students on one half of the classroom to comment on what comes to mind when they think about these two people. [In general, unless they are already thinking ahead to the parable, their answers should be something like that the leader is respectable, dedicated to God, and a good person while the prostitute is sinful.] 
Commitment (15 minutes)
Hand out worksheet, "Mirror, Mirror" and pencil to each student. Ask them to fill in each "mirror" describing what they see reflected about themselves in each of the mentioned situations. After they have finished they should fold the paper in half, staple it shut, and write their name on the outside. Explain that you will collect the papers to hand back to them during the last lesson in the series but that in the meantime no one will read what they have written.
Closing (10 minutes)
[The goal of this activity is for each student to end up with a piece of paper on which their classmates have written compliments or positive statements about him or her.]
Give each student a copy of the handout "Mirror of Affirmation" (with the single mirror frame) and ask them to write their name on the top, then collect the papers, shuffle them, and hand them out, making sure that no one has their own sheet. Tell the students to write a compliment or something positive about the person whose name is on the top of the paper. Ask them to be specific, have them pass that sheet to the left and write a compliment on the sheet they receive from the person next to them until everyone has had a chance to write something positive about everyone else in the group. [If you have more than 15 to 20 in your group, for the sake of time you have ten to fifteen students write on each sheet.] Collect the sheets and give each person the sheet with their name on it.
Close with a prayer asking God to help us be humble enough to learn who we are from Him and from those around us.
Note: This drama will be performed twice with one difference: The first time through at symbol  the students should call out "Mirror. " The second time through at the symbol  the actors should pause until the students call out "Mirror" and someone explains what Tina has perceived about herself. 
Optional opener (15 minutes)
Before class find two small mirrors and smudge them with a small amount of Vaseline. Test out the mirrors to make sure that there is enough Vaseline to distort the reflection but that the reflection is clear enough that with a little effort the students will be able to distinguish how many fingers are being held up by someone close behind them. 
Interactive Learning (20 minutes)
Instruct the students to pretend that they are a committee working for a large international magazine. At the end of each year, the magazine produces a cover article and gives an award to a "man or woman of the year" -a well known person who has been significant in the events of that year. Explain that it can be a politician, a celebrity, an athlete, an inventor, or anyone well known. After several candidates have been proposed, vote on a winner.
• What makes these people stand out? • What criteria does the world use to judge the value of a person?
Using their comments from the previous question, explain that just as many parents use a yardstick or make marks on the wall to measure the growth of their children, the world around us has yardsticks it uses to measure the worth of a person: good looks, money, intelligence, hard work, athletic ability, etc.
[You can be as creative as you have time, inclination, and resources for: You might decide to draw on a chalkboard or put up on the wall something representing yardsticks with the titles "good looks", "money", "intelligence", 'hard work", "athletic ability. If your group has ten or more students, ask someone to be the TV reporter and divide the remaining students in 5 groups. Give each group the names and corresponding verses and ask them to prepare answers for the questions for each of the people listed.
If your group has less than ten students, have one student be the TV reporter and let each of the others take one of the following characters:
1. Jacob/Israel--Genesis When all of the characters have been interviewed ask someone to read out loud Genesis 45: 1-15. Discuss how Joseph actually saw himself and his life. Focus on the fact that he was neither proud nor bitter towards his brothers or the others who had criticized him and treated him badly. Instead, he loved his brothers and trusted that God had a purpose for his life. Highlight Genesis 45:8, "So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. " Read together Genesis 49: 22-24 and ask:
• 
Commitment (5 minutes)
Give each student a piece of paper and a pen or pencil. Have them write down three places or people who make them feel good about themselves and three people or places that make them feel bad about themselves. When you see that they have finished, hold up one of the Vaseline covered mirrors from the opening and explain: 
Just like it is difficult to see ourselves in this mirror because it does not give us a clear reflection of who we are, the reflection of ourselves that we see in the mirror of other people is not perfectly clear. Sin in the lives of other people causes them to distort how they perceive us and what they reflect to us about ourselves.
Closing (10 minutes)
Ask if any of the students have ever been in a "hall of mirrors" or seen mirrors that are warped, either in person, in a movie or on TV. If they have, ask them how it made them (or the person they saw looking into it) look. If they haven't, explain how it exaggerates parts of the person depending on the shape of the mirror, not the shape of the person. It might make someone look very tall and thin or very short and fat or have a huge head or nose.
• Have the students review what they have written down on the paper and then spend a few moments praying that God would help them be able to discern in these situations what is an accurate reflection of themselves (for example, a teacher being upset with them because they are always talking in class) and what is not an accurate reflection of them (for example, someone who criticizes them because of their own low self esteem.
Lesson Three
The Bad News 
Optional opener (15 minutes)
Give each student a piece of paper with the name of a barnyard animal: sheep, horse, chicken, goat, pig, cow, etc. Ask the students to find the other animals of their same species and form a group. They may only communicate though actions or sounds belonging to that specific animal. They may not talk. Try to end up with groups of 3 to 5 students, so if you have 20 students use 5 different animals. If you have fewer than 10 students have them end up in pairs rather than groups. The group that gets together first wins. Congratulate the winning team and, after all teams are formed, have each person share in their group what animal they would like to be and why (for example, "I would like to be a bird so I could fly. ") When everyone has finished have them return to the large group.
Ask a few students to share what animal they would like to be and why. Ask for examples of animals that are mascots for countries or professional athletic teams (for example, USA-eagle; Russia-bear; England-lion; Chicago Bulls; Denver Broncos) and explain that individuals and groups want to associate themselves with animals that have qualities like strength and power.
Next ask what animal God compares us with most frequently. (Sheep) Invite students to share what they know about sheep and fill in details they may overlook. [They cannot live on their own, but are dependent on their shepherds for survival. They are stupid; in their obsession with finding food they can wander off cliffs or get lost from the flock. They are endearing. They are useful, however their wool is more useful to others than to themselves.] Next, say: Hand out copies of "Baa, Baa Black Sheep" and pens or pencils to the students. After they have filled it out say:
What You'll Need:
• Slips of paper for each student assigning them a barnyard animal • a copy of handout "Baa, baa black sheep" for each student • copies of "In God's Mirror" verses to hand out to groups • two pieces of paper: a poor quality one that appears white but is really not when compared to the other piece which is "super white" or "brilliant white. " This paper can be found in most large paper supply stores. 
Last week we saw that although we can learn about ourselves from those around us, the "mirrors" of what they reflect to us are frequently distorted in some way, so the only way to really know ourselves is to get used to looking at ourselves in a good mirror, so we can then tell what the distortions are in what we
Commitment (15 minutes)
Have each group prepare a poem, rap, or song describing how the world responds to the reflection of themselves in God's mirror. They can base the tune on a commercial from TV or the radio if they want. Give them three to five minutes to prepare the song then have each group share theirs with the rest of the class. [Note: it is preferable that all group members participate in the presentation.]
After all groups have shared, hold up the off-white piece of paper and ask what color the paper is. It should be white enough that the students respond "white. " Then hold up the "super white" or "brilliant white" piece of paper and now ask what color it is. Explain that we are like the off-white paper in that when we compare ourselves to those around us we think we are clean, pure, and good, but when we compare ourselves to God's standard we see ourselves as we really are, far from attaining the holiness and perfection that He requires.
Closing (5 minutes)
Have students spend some time praying in groups or pairs. Give them a few minutes to exchange prayer requests.
Have them thank God for sending Jesus, the lamb that was slain for us.
Baa, Baa, Black Sheep Have You Any Wool?
Under each characteristic of sheep, write how you demonstrate that characteristic in your life:
Sheep are useful.
Sheep depend on their shepherd to lead them to the food and water they need to stay alive.
Sheep have a limited perspective of their surroundings.
Sheep are often vulnerable, and need to be defended from attack and rescued from danger.
Sheep aren't very smart and frequently get themselves into situations they can't get themselves out of.
Sheep were used for sacrifices, pleasing to God.
Sheep have a limited perspective of their surroundings.
Sheep were used for sacrifices, pleasing to God. 
Optional opener (15 minutes)
Before class collect either several rolls of toilet paper or several newspapers. Also gather scissors, tape and/or straight pins. Divide the group into teams, explaining that each group is to create a new outfit for one of their team members using the supplies available. Give them 10 minutes to dress one of their team mates in their creation.
If you are rushed, keep them posted on how much time is left. If time is not a problem for your group you may decide to let them work until the first team is finished. After you have called a stop to the activity, vote on the winner and give them a simple prize (like candy) or have everyone cheer them. Then ask:
• Was this fun or frustrating? Why?
You just made a new outfit that totally changed the way your model looked. Many of you already know that when we give our lives to God, he totally changes us. But even though we know this ("if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation: the old has gone, the new has come") sometimes we don't let that knowledge change how we view ourselves or others.
Interactive Learning (20 minutes)
We Explain that since the fall, because of our sin, every human being has reason to have feelings of shame and fear of failure, rejection, and punishment, and that each one of us experiences these in a way that reflects what we have lived, especially in our family. When we come into a personal relationship with God we are made a new creation, but frequently we still see ourselves through these filters, even though God has changed us totally.
In the second lesson we talked about how the people around us reflect to us a distorted image, and now we see that our own perceptions can cause a distortion in how we see ourselves and the world. We have said before that the only 
Bible Application (15 minutes)
Explain that this Bible application will be similar to the last lesson. Each group will look up the verses on the "God's mirror" you will give them. They will write down on their paper how those verses describe sons and daughters of God, and then choose a verse which summarizes the passage to share with the rest of the class. Divide the students into groups and give each group a "God' Whenever we are uncertain of what someone thinks about us or think that they are angry with us, we tend to avoid them. But when someone cares about us, believes in us and encourages us we want to spend time around them. So it is with God.
When we can, with the help of God's Word and Spirit, begin to see ourselves clearly as He sees us, we can begin to experience healing in our view of ourselves, and our relationships with God and with others. This can be a slow process, as our ways of thinking and viewing the world are deeply rooted.
Commitment (10 minutes)
(Note: it is important that the students understand that the following declarations are only true for people who have been born again into God's family through faith in Christ. For this reason they will preface each statement by saying "in Christ…" Obviously you will not want to exclude people from the activity but at the same time it is important to clarify this point. Offer to talk personally outside class with anyone who has doubts about any of these issues.)
Give each student a copy of "In Christ I Am…" and explain that the group will read through it in the following way, starting with the leader and going around the room clockwise. Each person will read one of the sentences inserting the name of the person next to his/her left. When you are finished, ask:
• How did hearing this with your name in it make you feel?
As 
17-20:
Your life appears to be regularly affected by your fear of failure, which robs you of joy and peace 11-16: When you experience emotional problems they may come from a sense of failure. 0-10: You do not seem to be affected by the fear of failure that affects many people. God has given you a strong appreciation of His love and unconditional acceptance.
Statements 1-5 Fear of Failure
You believe that your worth is based on your performance so in order to be able to feel good about yourself you must meet certain standards. As a result you have a great fear of failure and a drive to succeed and to do everything as perfectly as you can, even if it means manipulating those around you. If anything or anyone interferes with your pursuit of perfect performance you become angry with them. If you believe that you might not succeed in a certain area or relationship you withdraw from it.
Statements 6-10 Fear of Rejection
You believe that in order to feel good about yourself you must have the approval of others. As a result you greatly fear rejection and will do anything necessary to please those around you. You are oversensitive to people's reactions or comments, interpreting them as more critical than they may be, or being devastated by them, causing you to be angry with others and withdraw from them in order to avoid their disapproval. Because you anticipate that people will reject you if they really know you, you find it hard to open up and be yourself so you end up having superficial relationships.
Statements 11-15 Fear of Punishment
Because you believe that your worth is based on your performance you also believe that your failure makes you unworthy of love and deserves to be punished. You also believe that when others fail they deserve to be punished. These beliefs drive you to avoid failure and to blame others when you feel you have failed. And you withdraw from God and from others because you are afraid of the punishment you think they will pour out on you.
Statements 16-20 Feelings of Shame
Your thoughts are frequently occupied by things that make you feel ashamed, whether some aspect of your physical appearance, a bad habit or character trait, or something you did or that happened to you in the past. Because of this you believe that you are inferior to others and you are ashamed of yourself or of some part of yourself. Because you believe that others look down on you, you are uncomfortable around people and isolate yourself from them. You do not believe you can change so you become depressed and feel hopeless.
Adapted from "The Search for Significance" by Robert McGee, Word Publishing
Understanding your Score 
Optional Opener (10 minutes)
Put all the chairs in a circle while one person, "it", remains standing without a chair in the middle of the circle. Divide your group into smaller groups and assign each group the name of a fruit. The person who is "it" calls out the name of a fruit, and everyone assigned that fruit must get up and find a new seat while the person in middle tries to take a seat. The person left standing without a chair becomes "it. " If the person in the middle says "fruit basket" everyone has to change places.
When you decide to quit, explain that just like a fruit tree produces fruit, blossoms, and leaves, according to the kind of tree it is, so our lives will produce blossoms and fruit will that show who we are.
Interactive Learning (15 minutes)
Read the creative reading then ask, Living your Identity (Creative Reading)
John could hardly contain his excitement the first day of school. Since he was very young he had loved music, especially the piano. He had spent the past few years working his hardest with the best teachers his parents could afford. At last it had paid off and he had been awarded a scholarship to the school with the most acclaimed piano program in the country. He would finally be able to learn from the best teachers and have access to the best facilities. But there was another reason John couldn't wait to get to school: he had found out that Rose, the daughter of the world' s best concert pianist, would be in his class. Once when John was very young, his parents had taken him to a concerto and he had heard Rose play a duet with her father. He had been entranced listening to a girl his own age playing something so beautiful. From that time on John had been completely infatuated with learning to produce such beauty.
Once at school, John went first to the practice rooms to look at the pianos he would be able to use. A teacher showed him the chart of rehearsal times and he was surprised that he didn't see Rose's name on the list. Throughout the day he eagerly looked for her and finally saw her when a teacher called her name in class. Later when he saw her eating her lunch alone he joined her and the two quickly became friends. A few weeks later when they knew each other better, John asked her what kind of piano she had at home. He was surprised to hear that she didn't have a piano in the apartment she rented near the school. He had always assumed that she didn't practice at school because she had a better piano at home. He was even more surprised when she told him that she hadn't played for several years. He couldn't restrain himself any longer and burst out telling her about the concert where he had heard her play and how that had been his inspiration all of the years he had studied piano. When he finished she just sat and looked at him sadly.
Then he asked, "Why don't you play anymore?" She sighed. "I'm not quite sure. I used to love to play, especially with my Dad. I think that as I got older, I realized that you have to practice a lot. "
John replied, "Sure, there are times when I'm not in the mood to practice. But there are other times when I play for hours and don't even notice the time. " "That's true, " she said, "but also I realized that even though people told me I was good, when I listen to my dad, I would realize. I'm not that good. " "Nobody is good at first, " answered John. "But you could be that good someday. "
She shrugged her shoulders and said, "I guess you're right. "
The two sat in silence until finally John said, "Don't you miss it?" She answered, "I don't really think about it, you know, with school and all. "
Then he asked, "Are you busy tomorrow afternoon?" "Um, not really, just have some homework. "
"Would you come to rehearsal with me then? One of my life long dreams is to play a duet with you. It doesn't have to be anything fancy. "
She finally agreed and the next afternoon met him at his rehearsal room. At first Rose seemed almost scared to touch the piano keys, but once they started playing they were having so much fun that they only stopped when the next student knocked insistently on the door.
"John, thank you so much. " She said. "I can't believe it has been so long. Nothing makes me feel that good. "
"Of course not, " he smiled. "You're a pianist. You were made to play. "
Lesson Six
Lasting Impressions either as a new creation in Christ, or as someone God wants to be reconciled with.
Optional opener (15 minutes)
Either make copies of the following statements and responses and cut them into individual strips, or write them on pieces of paper and then before class tape one onto the bottom of each chair. It is important that there is a response for each statement and vice versa, so you will need an even number of chairs.
After the students are seated, have them retrieve the pieces of paper. After reading them, they should walk around the room saying only what is on their paper. Explain that some people have statements and some people have responses and that they are looking for people whose statement or response is the appropriate complement to their own. When they find a partner they should stay together until everyone has a partner, at which point they should form three "teams" based on the three pairs of statements and responses. Ask them to stay in those teams for the interactive learning section. 
Interactive Learning (20 minutes)
Before class, cut the sets of statements from the statement sheet into strips. Keep the sets of the same color together. Then place 3 mirrors, or 3 sheets of paper labeled as mirrors, around the room.
Label them: 1) the distorted reflection the world shows us 2) God's perfect reflection of unsaved mankind, and 3) Gods perfect reflection of his children. If you use actual mirrors, put titles over them (with Vaseline on the distorted one).
With the students still in same pairs from the opening, explain that you will give each pair a stack of statements that express things that are reflected from these mirrors. The teams will decide which statement goes best with which mirror and then the appointed person will run and stick it on that mirror. (Provide tape for them.) The game begins when you give the statements to the teams. When the first team finishes, stop. Then review the statements and return to the team all of the statements that were put in the wrong place. The winner is the team with the highest number of right answers.
• copies of individual "say" and "respond" paper strips for opening section • 3 sets of the 10 statements cut into strips, tape, and three "mirrors" • copies of verse handout • fresh copies of "Mirror, Mirror" • "Mirror, Mirror" handouts from the first week filled in by the students I really need to work harder for God to be able to love me.
Every human being is created in the image of God and is valuable.
All mankind has turned it's back on God and is sinful.
The punishment I deserve for my sins is death and separation from God.
The punishment I should receive for my sins has been poured out on Jesus.
When God looks at me he sees someone perfectly righteous and acceptable.
When God looks at me he sees a son or daughter that he loves a lot.
I really need to work harder for God to be able to love me.
I really need to work harder so others see Christ in me.
You are important if you are talented or if you have money.
You are desirable if you have a good body or a nice face.
Every human being is created in the image of God and is valuable.
Copies of Statements for Interactive Learning
